77th Meeting of the National Justice and Peace Network Environment Group
29 January 2025
by zoom
Present : Paul Kelly (Convenor / Northern Dioceses Environment Group and stand-in Chair), Ellen Teague (Columban Justice, Peace and Ecology), John Paul de Quay (Ecological Conversion Group and Journey to 2030), Bernard Shaw (East Anglia Diocese J&P), Bokani Tshidzu (Operation Noah), Sharon Chambers (NJPN Administrator and e-bulletin/Brentwood Diocese), Sr MaryAnne Francalanza (FCJ Srs, Centre for Faith and Ecological Justice in North London), Ashley Ralston (NJPN Executive, Green Christian/Arundel and Brighton Diocese J&P), James Buchanan (NJPN Executive, Laudato Si Movement), Sr Louise Poole (St Louis Srs), Richard Solly (Jesuit Missions Campaigns and Advocacy).
Apologies: Erik Pearse (Lay Community of St Benedict), Phil McCarthy (Hearts in Search of God), Andrea Speranza (CAFOD Campaign Manager).
Prayer
Bernard Shaw led a Prayer from the Laudato Si Prayer book.
Networking Roundtable, 4 December
The group discussed feedback, next steps and future development after the 4 December 2024 ‘Networking Roundtable,’ convened by the NJPN Environment Group. Participants want to do it again and were very positive about the networking session.  We have a list of people who want to continue discussions and some who could not join the first meeting but want to be involved. It is important to keep sharing ideas and take advantage of the Jubilee Year. A lot is going on with youth and Jubilee. 

A calendar for the Jubilee was felt to be very important.  However, people/groups are having some difficulty getting into / adding to our existing calendar because of technical complexity. It is important to make it as easy as possible. The Environmental Leads Network has asked for a roundtable on Pilgrimage, which John Paul is organising.
The ‘Roundtable’ was attended by 11 people with 13 online – one being Bishop John Arnold, environmental lead for the CBCEW. 11 Catholic organisations which are not normally within the NJPN network attended. 
Themes that emerged from several sources at the meeting included:

-
Jubilee 2025 is a unique opportunity for stimulating J&P mission in parishes

-
Pilgrimages will be a key area in 2025

-
Build contacts with colleges and universities

-
Importance of urgency and hope in relation to the environmental crisis

-
Education to build awareness of Jubilee, environmental issues, meaning of ‘Integral 
                             Ecology’, eco-spirituality.

-
Importance of ecumenical and interfaith collaboration

-
Interconnectedness of issues; Theology of Nonviolence

-
Highlighting the Food System and the problems of industrial agriculture

-
Just transition and Sustainability

-
Loss of Biodiversity / Extinction
-                 Marking Laudato Si’s 10th anniversary in May 2025.
-
Campaigning in the lead up to COP30 on Climate Justice in Brazil (Nov 2025)
-
Cancelling debt  / ‘loss and damage’ funding / lobbying of banks 

-
Decarbonise quicker – Church buildings / shipping is a heavy polluter
To do:

Volunteers for a subgroup to progress the roundtable are – John Paul de Quay, James Buchanan, Sharon Chambers, Ashley Ralston. (Paul to be copied in.) Issues to look at include a future meeting/collaboration, the calendar, pilgrimages, Laudato Si 10th Anniversary in May.
And John Paul is asking for suggestions of people to invite for the Pilgrimage Roundtable, scheduled for 26 Feb. Should that meeting be Hybrid?
NJPN Network Meeting Saturday 10 May 2025  - CAFOD Office
‘Opening doors to a sustainable world for future generations’
            Network to run a workshop   11am-1pm and 2–3.30pm
Possibly using the pastoral cycle model: 
EXPERIENCE - SOCIAL ANALYSIS - THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION - ACTION

Elements:

Input from a Livesimply Parish -
   Paul to investigate Burley in Wharfedale parish in Leeds Diocese
   Sharon to investigate Brentwood Cathedral and Upminster parishes
   Ellen to look into Southwark and to chase up -     

     Liam Finn investigating a parish in Hallam Diocese
     Colette looking at parishes in Westminster
                            (White City Parish cannot do this date.)
Possible keynote speakers:

Mary Finnerty – lead economist at CAFOD who recently spoke on a CAFOD paper ‘Fair Finance for the Climate Fightback’. She pointed out that more than half the countries in the world are facing debt crisis and 90% of climate vulnerable countries are also debt vulnerable.
James Buchanan and/or Bokani Tshdizu on Fossil Fuel Divestment.
The following Catholic dioceses still invest in fossil fuels: Cardiff and Menevia, Clifton, Plymouth, Liverpool, Shrewsbury, East Anglia, Nottingham, Wrexham. An important theme is 
Banks/Money/Positive Investment https://justmoney.org.uk/the-big-bank-switch/  

It will be important to advertise:
10th anniversary of Laudato Si (May 2025)

Season of Creation (September/October 2025)

COP30 in Brazil (November 2025)

And bring in the Laudato Si Animators. They have been trained by the Laudato Si' Movement to inspire and mobilise individuals and communities to care for our common home, in alignment with the urgent entreaties laid out in Pope Francis' encyclical, "Laudato Si'”. John Woodhouse is the contact. Other contacts are A Rocha and Green Christian.
Possible group work on creation-centred theology, and asking:
    What has blocked opening the door to sustainability 

          eg. finance / greenwashing / false claims of net zero
A sheet of action ideas to be produced.

Perhaps a panel at the end.

To do:

Volunteers for a subgroup to progress the networking meeting on 10 May are – Ellen Teague, Mary Anne Francalanza, Bokani Tshdizu, James Buchanan.  Perhaps John Woodhouse could be involved. (Paul to be copied in and kept informed.)
NJPN Conference 25-27 July 2025

‘Towards a Just Peace: Challenging the Inevitability of Violence’
The NJPN Environment Group has been invited to run a workshop on Peace and Environmental Justice.
Issues –  Links between conflict and environment and the impact both ways.
               Climate Change as a cause of conflict, War exacerbating environmental problems,

                        Migrants / Conflict / Environment links 

               Natural resources / Extractive industries being a cause of conflict. 

  Ellen has suggested using the DVD ‘Conflict and Climate Change.’

  She produced study notes to go with it. Columban JPE helped produce this DVD and study booklet, alongside Movement for the Abolition of War.  

Clip at: https://www.kevinmayhew.com/products/conflict-and-climate-change-1501412
   Richard Solly has further ideas from his experience of Extractive Industries and Jesuit Missions.

Re: the broader conference:

Operation Noah is offering a workshop on investment - climate solutions.  

  A Chapter in their new resource looks at Peace.

See details of their forthcoming Catholic Green Investment Roundtable on 18 February

      https://forms.gle/u6FubNQ1Ye9Hns2d9 

To do:
Ellen Teague and Richard Solly to plan and organise the Environment Group workshop at the conference.  (Paul to be copied in and kept informed.)
Conference Planning group to consider Operation Noah’s offer. 

Southern Dioceses Environment Network

Meets the second Monday of each month except April and August. It is for the sharing of good practice and mutual support. Participants include CAFOD and Diocesan staff and volunteers, Laudato Si’ Animators, Journey to 2023, clergy, parishioners, religious and activists. Convened by Colette Joyce. 
https://westminsterjusticeandpeace.org/
Northern Dioceses Environment Group

The Northern Dioceses Environment Group met by zoom on 27 November. The theme of the meeting was: ‘Impact of the Laudato Si Encyclical’ as J&P people prepare in May 2025 to celebrate 10 years since its publication. Speakers were John Woodhouse (Laudato Si Animators Co-ordinator) and Dr Emma Gardner (Director of the Laudato Si Centre, Diocese of Salford). There was also discussion about dioceses investing in more paid posts to promote social justice and care of our common home.
The next meeting by Zoom is on 27 February on ‘Living Together in Hope’ and it will provide a mixture of reflection on the meaning of Hope using poetry, prayers, images, and music and the opportunity to give participants the chance to share what it is that gives them Hope. Details and registration for the link at: Living Together in Hope Tickets, Thu 27 Feb 2025 at 18:30 | Eventbrite

There is a joint SDEN/NDEG Zoom meeting on 14 May
Columban Justice, Peace and Ecology
Columbans have been rewilding at their Solihull property and won an Arocha award.

https://columbans.co.uk/justice-peace/15325/making-peace-with-nature/
Three more tree planting days are on 21 February, 24 February and 25 February.
Vocation for Justice 
The Autumn 2024 issue took the theme 'Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope'. And the Spring 2025 issue took the theme ‘Responding with Hope’.

https://columbans.co.uk/how-you-can-help/subscribe/vocation-for-justice/
Schools Competition  

A significant Columban initiative for youth is the annual Schools Competition, now in its 8th year. In line with the Jubilee theme, young people are invited to highlight one community or group bringing hope in the world today, either local, national or global. This might be one they are part of or one that inspires them. Deadline for entries is Friday 7 February 2025. Cash prizes are offered to winners. The designated website is at www.columbancompetition.com
Receive updates, news, stories and reflections by Columban Missionaries direct to your email, including a special focus on a Justice, Peace or Ecology theme six times a year. See: www.columbans.co.uk/enewsletter
Facebook: The Columban Justice, Peace & Ecology Group https://www.facebook.com/groups/8016776208445539?locale=en_GB
Jesuit Missions
Jesuit Missions is working on Jubilee, Debt Cancellation and Climate Change. 
https://jesuitmissions.org.uk/campaigns
An online campaign is planned for Ash Wednesday, 5 March.

In collaboration with other organisations - including CAFOD, Caritas International, Jesuits for Climate Justice and partners in the Xavier Network – Jesuit Missions is calling on governments to cancel the debt! On Ash Wednesday, 5 March, go to website https://jesuitmissions.org.uk/, sign the campaign email and click the button to send it to the government. The more people who do this on the same day, the greater impression it will make on the government. The beginning of Lent in this Jubilee Year is the perfect time to call for debt cancellation.
Laudato Si Animators
The Laudato Si Movement animators are planning a possible pilgrimage to Assisi in June 2025. The website offers a Monthly Prayer Guide and other materials.
https://laudatosimovement.org/
Ecological Conversion Group / Journey to 2030
Several Ecological Conversion Group / Boarbank Care of Creation retreats have been organised at Boarbank this year: https://journeyto2030.org/events/
And see: facebook.com/ecoconversiongroup
John Paul is working on a paper linking Laudato Si’ and Jubilee.

Operation Noah

Catholic Green Investment Roundtable hosted by Operation Noah 

Tuesday 18 February at 09:30 AM - 12:00 PM

The Amigo Hall: St George's Cathedral, Southwark, Lambeth Rd, London SE1 6HU

RSVP https://forms.gle/u6FubNQ1Ye9Hns2d9 

Green Christian

Resources/workshops for engaging churches and communities in its Green Christian Churches Project, run by Melanie Nazareth. https://greenchristian.org.uk/
Christian Climate Action

CCA has been protesting the Rosebank oil field, and banks funding fossil fuels. Local group contacts and details are given on the website: https://christianclimateaction.org/  
Every morning at 9am, CCA meets for online prayer together. All welcome.

https://christianclimateaction.org/events/
Catholic Social Action Network

CSAN is currently advertising its online Catholic Social Teaching course which is taking place in March/April. Link to Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/catholic-social-teaching-an-introduction-tickets-1106401369279?aff=oddtdtcreator
Latest News 
New GCSE in Natural History was announced under the previous government in 2022 but now ‘sitting in limbo’, says Mary Colwell, one of its architects. “Despairing doesn’t come close to how I feel,” Colwell writes, “but I am not giving up, and nor are the many others who are battling alongside me.” https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/dec/02/natural-history-gcse-on-hold-as-qualification-seen-as-tory-initiative-claims-campaigner
Climate and Nature Bill
A proposed law compelling the UK to meet new legally binding targets on climate change and protecting nature failed to clear its first hurdle in the House of Commons on 24 January. The government won a motion, by 120 votes to seven, to end debate of the bill, meaning it will not return to the House of Commons until July and is unlikely to become law. The Climate and Nature Bill had been proposed by Liberal Democrat MP Roz Savage, however she said she would not push for a vote on the bill itself, having agreed to work with ministers to find a way forward.  Well done to Christian environmentalists holding a vigil outside parliament on the day.
Airport expansion

The UK chancellor has announced a new growth plan for the UK, which includes the expansion of Heathrow airport. The New Economics Foundation has responded with a briefing suggesting airport expansion would cancel out carbon savings of clean power plan.

https://neweconomics.org/
Rosebank Oil Field

The North Sea’s Rosebank oil and gas field, which was green-lit by the previous government – has now been ruled unlawful. Rosebank is the biggest undeveloped offshore oil and gas field in the North Sea. “This is incredible news & a monumental victory in the fight for a liveable future,” said Christian Climate Action on 30 January. However, the government will have the chance to remake the decision after their oil & gas consultation concludes in Spring 2025.
Climate Protesting

And on 30 January, Christian Climate Action joined 1000 people at the royal courts in London  protesting against the disproportionately long sentences for climate activists. @CClimateAction
‘Cancel Debt, Choose Hope’ 

A consortium of charities, including CAFOD, has launched a campaign calling for debt cancellation in the Jubilee year of 2025. They say high debt servicing costs are preventing governments from spending on vital public services such as education and health and making investments to limit the impact of the climate emergency.   Debt report at:
https://assets.ctfassets.net/vy3axnuecuwj/uDMea56ZoYD3tl2OzGqys/12c350b70bed22a4193e57f751a64067/Debt_crisis_report_web_version.pdf
RESOURCES AND EVENTS FOR JUBILEE 2025:
The Big Lent Walk
An initiative of CAFOD and SCIAF. They are inviting participants to join in walking 200km over 40 days to raise funds and highlight global injustice. https://walk.cafod.org.uk/
Invitation from Pilgrim Ways to ‘2025 Jubilee Pilgrimage of Hope’

Four walking Pilgrim Ways making a Sign of the Cross and converging at Nottingham on the eve of the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on 13 September 2025. Seeking a nucleus of walkers and then others can join parts of the route. Hospitality will be sought from parishes along the way.

https://www.pilgrimways.org.uk/
CAFOD Information about Jubilee Year 2025

Includes a Jubilee Reflection Guide for parish groups
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/jubilee-2025
Excellent Jubilee Animation for Schools (and adults)

Columban Competition and Pilgrimage

Competition for 13-18 year olds - ‘Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope’

Running until 7 February 2025.

https://www.columbancompetition.com/
And Columban one-day Pilgrimage on 25 September 2025 in Liaison with Salford Diocese. From the Laudato Si' Centre to Salford Cathedral.
RESOURCES
LENT:

Lent 2025 Course: ‘Calling a Wounded Earth Home’ - Green Christian 

Downloadable at: https://borrowedtime.earth/programmes-of-mutual-support/a-new-lent-course-calling-a-wounded-earth-home/
Study Guide: Between the Flood and the Rainbow –
Climate Change and the Church’s Social Teaching
A 2008 publication of Operation Noah with support from Columbans. Themes for six meetings such as ‘The Common Good’ and ‘Option for the Poor’ taken from Catholic Social Teaching and a useful ‘Prayers and Liturgies’ section.
Hard copies available from vocforjus@aol.com.  Sections can be emailed from the same contact.
OTHER:

Journey to 2030 ‘Building a Caring Community’ Poster Pack and Guide

A tool for community mission through the lens of the Laudato Si Goals.

https://journeyto2030.org/
Journey to 2030 Wildlife Pages - Puts biodiversity in a parish context as well as the link to the WWF State of the planet report: https://journeyto2030.org/parish/outdoor-spaces/
Winter 2024 Green Christian Magazine – ‘Thinking the Unthinkable’

https://greenchristian.org.uk/green-christian-magazine-winter-2024-issue-98/
Downloadable training materials used in the Birmingham Archdiocese as part of a clergy training meeting:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Er2CTTNRuxZ-7lxpqMSB5awnrI_eEPy/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v2cd3f24VURTd3QW8IpMH4tZZpdYk9wD/edit#slide=id.p1
Environment section of the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/environment/
Diocese of Westminster Justice and Peace Commission Compilation of current resources – many downloadable – and details of courses and events. 
https://westminsterjusticeandpeace.org/environment-resources/
Podcasts: Jubilee for the Earth Columban Missionaries 
Six 20-minute videos on such topics as ‘The Spirituality of Biodiversity’ and ‘Nonviolence for the Earth’. Drawing heavily on Columban experience and Catholic Social Teaching.https://bit.ly/3tGQS55
Celebrating refugees 
Several organisations in NJPN are members of Together for Refugees, which calls for a better approach to supporting refugees that is fair, kind and more effective.

https://togetherwithrefugees.org.uk/
And monthly vigils are held every month at the Home Office building in London.

What is degrowth, or post-growth? Five questions about a major economic movement

Triodos Bank's chief economist explores the transformative concept of degrowth, or ‘post-growth’.
https://www.triodos.co.uk/articles/2024/what-is-degrowth-or-post-growth-five-questions-about-a-major-economic-movement?

Triodos and Organic Farming   https://www.triodos.co.uk/articles/2024/sowing-the-seeds-of-change-the-future-of-our-food-and-farming?

European Christian Environmental Network  https://www.ecen.org/
Organic Consumers Association  https://organicconsumers.org/about/
Curlew Action   https://www.curlewaction.org/

Blogs from Jonathan Porritt at: https://www.jonathonporritt.com/blog-and-latest-articles/
DATES  

Laudato Si Movement dates for 2025:

https://laudatosimovement.org/news/2025-a-year-of-adventure/
Thursday 6 February: Opening Doors to those affected by slavery and Trafficking Evening

via Zoom - Brian O'Toole  

www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/
Monday, 10 February 12.45 to 2pm

Southern Dioceses Environment Network - Online reflection with Bishop John Arnold
Register at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/southern-dioceses-environment-network-reflection-with-bhp-john-arnold-tickets-1152754221909
         (2nd Monday of each month except April and August)
Tuesday 18 February 9.30am - 12 noon

Southwark: Catholic Green Investment Roundtable

At the Amigo Hall: St George's Cathedral, Southwark. Organised by Operation Noah. The event will feature an introduction to a toolkit aligning investment strategies with the principles of Catholic Social Teaching and presentations from guest speakers on the intersection of faith, finance, and climate action. There will also be networking opportunities with other faith-based investors and sustainability professionals.

https://forms.gle/sin86BKskKF4HHADA
Sunday 23 February 12.30 – 6pm

Healing the Earth, Healing Ourselves - Friend’s House, London
Organised by Faith for the Climate and Christian Climate Action.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-multi-faith-summit-healing-the-earth-healing-ourselves-tickets-1097150830669?aff=oddtdtcreator
Wednesday 26 February 5.30-7pm. Faith and Ecology Network, Australia

Learn from the Ecological Sciences and Collaborate with and learn from local groups
Online via zoom

https://mail.aol.com/d/list/referrer=newMail&folders=1&accountIds=1&listFilter=NEWMAIL/messages/ALorW68A8LJ3Z5mLqgXf6DQciyY
4 March – 1 April: CSAN has organised a course on Catholic Social Teaching. 
Link at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/catholic-social-teaching-an-introduction-tickets-1106401369279?aff=oddtdtcreator
Wednesday 5 March ASH WEDNESDAY

Online action for Debt Cancellation organised by Jesuit Missions - https://jesuitmissions.org.uk/
Sign the campaign email and click the button to send it to the government.
Leeds Pax Christi group are organising a short vigil on Ash Wednesday 12.30 pm at Holy Trinity Church, Boar Lane, pray for peace and to repent our involvement in the production of nuclear weapons and war preparation.
Saturday 15 March

London: Flame 2025 – Catholic Youth gathering at the OVO Arena Wembley

See: www.indcatholicnews.com/news/51591
Monday 7 April: Opening Doors to Refugees and Asylum Seekers

Evening meeting via zoom

Details at: www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/
Thursday 24- Friday 25 April

Theology and Integral Ecology: New Approaches to our Planetary Crisis.

Laudato' Si Research Institute conference at the University of Oxford. More information can be found at  https://www.oxforduniversitystores.co.uk/conferences-and-events/laudato-si-research-institute/events/theology-integral-ecology-new-approaches-to-our-planetary-crisis
Saturday 10 May: Opening Doors to a sustainable future for all people

Networking Day in London - NJPN Environment Group to facilitate the event at CAFOD's office in South London.

Details at: www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/
24-31 May  Laudato Si Week   https://laudatosiweek.org/
27-31 May 2025 Celebrating Creation

Time to explore at Boarbank Hall how to live out Laudato Si’ fully in our personal lives and within the Church. Talks, discussions, art, liturgy, gardening, walks. All welcome.

https://boarbankhall.org.uk/whats-on/
July 25-27  - 'A Just Peace' - Challenging the inevitability of violence.

NJPN Conference at Swanwick in Derbyshire.

Details at: www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/
August 9-16 – Catholic People’s Week Where is God in the climate crisis?

Signs of a worsening climate crisis are all around us but where is our creator God in all of this? And what should our response as Christians be?

At Whithaugh Park in the Scottish Borders

https://catholicpeoplesweeks.org/ (Bookings from 8 February)

1 Sept - 4 Oct  Season of Creation 

Resources produced for the Season of Creation 2024 have an on-going value. 

   New ones will come out during 2025.

https://laudatosimovement.org/season-of-creation/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
October 4-10  Celebrating Creation

Time to explore at Boarbank Hall how to live out Laudato Si’ fully in our personal lives and within the Church. Talks, discussions, art, liturgy, gardening, walks. All welcome.
https://boarbankhall.org.uk/whats-on/
Next meeting: NJPN Environment Group
Time: 20 March 2.30pm on zoom 
